Pro-Vision Academy Charter School

High School English Language Arts I-IV

Distance Learning Plan

Week of May 11-15, 2020
English I-V
(Suggested: 90 minutes per week of off-line activities)
Note: You do not have to write the questions when completing assignments, just write the
answers. You may also take a picture of your assignments with your cellphone and email them
to your teachers.
Please email completed assignments to: kwhitten@pvacademy.org

Monday - Tuesday: Reading & Writing Objectives

Directions: Read the article below and write a three to four paragraph essay
explaining if you agree or disagree with the article. Due Date: May 15, 2020

Half-Time High School May Be Just What Students Need

Michael Petrilli

Bloomberg- May 9, 2020




For decades, the organization of the school day has followed a stultifying routine. High school seniors
force themselves to get up at the crack of dawn and sleepwalk their way to first-period by 7:30 or 8:00
a.m. They then slog through six or seven forty-five minute classes, and finally leave school at 2:30 or
3:00, ready at last to do something self-directed: play sports, head to band or theater or go to jobs. In
theory, everyone tackles at least some homework before falling asleep and then repeating the daily
grind.

But then something wonderful happens in the lives of teenagers: they go to college and the chains drop
away. Their in-person class time drops to 15 hours a week, even with a full course load. Just three
hours a day! But in return, they’re expected to do loads of independent work, participate in group
projects and show up for office hours if they need additional help. In recent years, college students
have also been watching some lectures online so class time can be spent on small-group discussions
and doing hands-on laboratory work.

All this raises an obvious question: Why can’t our high schools look more like college? Does every high
school course really need to meet in person, every day, given the technology available to us? What if
kids could choose an every-other-day schedule, where they attend class in person on even days and
stay home (or work from the school library or computer lab or do an apprenticeship) on odd days? Or
they select a morning or afternoon schedule rather than attending all day long?

At least for the upcoming fall semester, moving to Half-Time High will be a necessity. The only way for
schools to maintain social distance in crowded buildings is to operate well below capacity. This may
mean running two shifts a day, morning and afternoon, or asking kids to show up in person every other
day. If we don’t want kids to learn half as much, that means continuing with online learning — and lots
more independent study — while at home.

If done right, these disruptions could introduce some long-overdue reforms in the way high school is
structured. It's a safe bet that many teenagers would welcome the chance to take their classes from,
say, 11:30 to 2:30, then do their sports or other extra-curriculars, then do homework into the wee
hours, and sleep in the next morning. That last part is particularly important given the growing pile of
research studies showing the danger of sleep deprivation to the adolescent brain. That’s why the
American Academy of Pediatrics recommends later start times — both to improve academic
achievement, but also to cut down on car accidents and more. And indeed, when Wake County Public
Schools in North Carolina moved the school schedule back, test scores rose significantly.

This pre-college model would undoubtedly work best for the most motivated students and those who
enjoy working independently. At first, schools might offer teenagers the opportunity to apply for an
alternative schedule, and select those whose teachers think they can handle it. If schools let the class
size for these hybrid courses be a bit larger than average, it could allow more personal attention for
lower-achieving students who continue with the traditional schedule, or for students with disabilities or
English language learners. All without adding any cost to the school. This could be an important new
form of educational choice.

To be sure, we would need to put guardrails in place to ensure that kids who are only at school half of
the time aren’t getting half of the learning. The best solution is to make students demonstrate that they
have mastered the material. Advanced Placement courses — with their high bar for rigor, and their




well-respected end-of-year assessments — would be ideal candidates. Other forms of “competency-
based education” could work as well, such as asking students to tackle real-world projects or write a
senior thesis.

As with so many things in K-12 education, the major barrier to this innovation is outdated policy and
deeply ingrained habit. Every state requires students to attend school in person for a certain number of
hours or days a year, and most fund their schools based at least in part on how many kids show up
each day. Those systems would need to be reworked long term, just as they have been during the
current crisis.

But where there’s a will there’s a way, and in this case, the coronavirus is providing not just the will but
also the “shall.” Half-Time High is coming. We should try to keep it going once the pandemic recedes.




English Ill and IV

Note: You do not have to write the questions when completing assignments,
just the answers. You may take a picture of your assignments and email them to
your teachers.

Submit Eng. lll assignments to erem@pvacademy.org
Submit Eng. IV assignments to rcourtney@pvacademy.org

Monday- Friday
Directions: Read the article below and write a three to four paragraph essay
explaining if you agree or disagree with the article. Due Date: May 15, 2020

Half-Time High School May Be Just What Students Need

Michael Petrilli

Bloomberg- May 9, 2020
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mailto:rcourtney@pvacademy.org

For decades, the organization of the school day has followed a stultifying routine. High school seniors
force themselves to get up at the crack of dawn and sleepwalk their way to first-period by 7:30 or 8:00
a.m. They then slog through six or seven forty-five minute classes, and finally leave school at 2:30 or
3:00, ready at last to do something self-directed: play sports, head to band or theater or go to jobs. In
theory, everyone tackles at least some homework before falling asleep and then repeating the daily
grind.

But then something wonderful happens in the lives of teenagers: they go to college and the chains drop
away. Their in-person class time drops to 15 hours a week, even with a full course load. Just three
hours a day! But in return, they’re expected to do loads of independent work, participate in group
projects and show up for office hours if they need additional help. In recent years, college students
have also been watching some lectures online so class time can be spent on small-group discussions
and doing hands-on laboratory work.

All this raises an obvious question: Why can’t our high schools look more like college? Does every high
school course really need to meet in person, every day, given the technology available to us? What if
kids could choose an every-other-day schedule, where they attend class in person on even days and
stay home (or work from the school library or computer lab or do an apprenticeship) on odd days? Or
they select a morning or afternoon schedule rather than attending all day long?

At least for the upcoming fall semester, moving to Half-Time High will be a necessity. The only way for
schools to maintain social distance in crowded buildings is to operate well below capacity. This may
mean running two shifts a day, morning and afternoon, or asking kids to show up in person every other
day. If we don’t want kids to learn half as much, that means continuing with online learning — and lots
more independent study — while at home.

If done right, these disruptions could introduce some long-overdue reforms in the way high school is
structured. It's a safe bet that many teenagers would welcome the chance to take their classes from,
say, 11:30 to 2:30, then do their sports or other extra-curriculars, then do homework into the wee
hours, and sleep in the next morning. That last part is particularly important given the growing pile of
research studies showing the danger of sleep deprivation to the adolescent brain. That’s why the
American Academy of Pediatrics recommends later start times — both to improve academic
achievement, but also to cut down on car accidents and more. And indeed, when Wake County Public
Schools in North Carolina moved the school schedule back, test scores rose significantly.

This pre-college model would undoubtedly work best for the most motivated students and those who
enjoy working independently. At first, schools might offer teenagers the opportunity to apply for an
alternative schedule, and select those whose teachers think they can handle it. If schools let the class
size for these hybrid courses be a bit larger than average, it could allow more personal attention for
lower-achieving students who continue with the traditional schedule, or for students with disabilities or
English language learners. All without adding any cost to the school. This could be an important new
form of educational choice.

To be sure, we would need to put guardrails in place to ensure that kids who are only at school half of
the time aren’t getting half of the learning. The best solution is to make students demonstrate that they
have mastered the material. Advanced Placement courses — with their high bar for rigor, and their




well-respected end-of-year assessments — would be ideal candidates. Other forms of “competency-
based education” could work as well, such as asking students to tackle real-world projects or write a
senior thesis.

As with so many things in K-12 education, the major barrier to this innovation is outdated policy and
deeply ingrained habit. Every state requires students to attend school in person for a certain number of
hours or days a year, and most fund their schools based at least in part on how many kids show up
each day. Those systems would need to be reworked long term, just as they have been during the
current crisis.

But where there’s a will there’s a way, and in this case, the coronavirus is providing not just the will but
also the “shall.” Half-Time High is coming. We should try to keep it going once the pandemic recedes.

Submit this assignment by 5-15-2020

NOTE

If you have questions or need help with your assignments, please email:

English lll: erem@pvacademy.org
English IV: rcourtney@pvacademy.org



mailto:erem@pvacademy.org
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